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“Today, this minute, this hour (as Malcolm would
say), I have come to realize that picking up the gun
was/is the easy part. The difficult part is the day-
to-day organizing, educating, and showing people
by example what needs to be done to create a new
society. The hard, painstaking work of changing
ourselves into new beings, of loving ourselves and
our people, and working with them daily to create a
new reality– this is the first revolution, the internal
revolution.” 

–Safiya Bukhari

We are dismayed by “citation as performance” in the academic
institution. 

We reject disembodied practices of citation, and meditate on what it
would feel like to engage in a liberated citational practice. 

We aim to grapple with our contradictions and aspire to be better
learners and collaborators in building liberatory systems that serve all of
us better. 

We stand in militant solidarity with all political prisoners. They are our
compass and guide for understanding our present conditions and
working towards a liberated future. 

From Turtle Island to Palestine, Free Them All! 

Safiya Bukhari
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Safiya_Bukhari.png)
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The following pages are what we are calling “fragments” of multiple conversations around
citation that were first prompted in April 2025 and evolved into and grounded by our joint
Black August study of Black Muslim revolutionary and former political prisoner Safiya Bukhari.
We meditate on both the compilation of her writings in The War Before as well as Harun
Rasiah’s article “Pedagogy of Remembrance: Safiya Asya Bukhari’s Ethics of Solidarity.” 

On one hand, these fragments serve as a way to demonstrate the nonlinearity and the iterative
nature of building upon each other’s knowledge in real time, and to be honest about the ways in
which we come to our conclusions as holistic citational practice. On the other hand, we ask the
questions that preoccupy us around revolutionary struggle and have material consequences for
movement work, such as, 

 When are citations harmful to the very people we are trying to support? 
 How does conventional citational practice facilitate state surveillance? 
 How do we navigate the dialectic between visibility to the masses and protection from the 
 state? 

An informal “personal bibliography” of some of the people that got us here concludes this
project. 

We are interested in baring the messy and iterative nature of grappling with ideas across time,
to make connections, to offer critique, and lean into intuitive understandings. What would it
look like to treat citations as capturing specific moments, contexts, and forms of ourselves in
time? To demonstrate the power in “showing your work” as a process of transforming thought
and theory into action– not as stilted, meticulous citations to lean on, but to move beyond the
page into liberatory praxis. Rather than attempt to encompass the impossible task of
meticulously citing work through parenthetical citations, we ask not only “whose work are we
citing?” but how have others’ work fundamentally changed us? 

The reality is that our conclusions have been sponged from so many sources and are constantly
under critique and (re)assessment, and informed by a whole life experience full of
contradictions. In learning from others–how they live, how they think–we have been
transformed. The “evidence” of that is in the way that we have grown over time and choose to
live in the present. The only way we can represent that patchwork honestly and accurately is
through living based on our principles that we owe to so many more people than we can name.

THE PROJECT
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Puerto Rico Military Map (Public Domain: https://www.rawpixel.com/image/8908205/image-faces-vintage-public-domain )
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This offering was a practice in political education. We sought to illuminate the mutual
obligations between knowing, citing, and acting. We move towards a citational practice that
builds community and leads to personal transformation in service of collective liberation. 
We rooted our study of embodied citations around the lives and struggles of political prisoners.
We center political prisoners in our study because they are most directly impacted by the
state’s imprisonment and criminalization. Studying, citing, and embodying the tactics and
analyses of political prisoners is an essential part in supporting the fight for their liberation and
undergoing our own self transformation.  

We specifically want to uplift the heroic hunger strike of T. Hoxha, who withheld from eating
for 28 days in protest of losing her job at HMP Peterborough prison library due to her political
beliefs and association with Palestine Action. After ending her hunger strike demanding a
reinstatement of her library job (unsuccessfully), she joined another collective hunger strike with
fellow Palestine Action political prisoners. The hunger strikers are demanding the right to a free
trial, an end to prison censorship, the deproscription of Palestine Action as a terrorist
organization, an end to British taxpayer money to fund the machinery of genocide, and the shut
down of Elbit system’ sites and subsidiaries in the UK. We stand in militant solidarity with T.
Hoxha, the seven other Palestine Action hunger strikers, and all political prisoners. 

We return to Safiya: “There is no question that support for political prisoners and prisoners of
war should and must be an integral part of any movement for liberation. There is no question,
that is, for people who have dedicated their lives to the struggle for freedom in this country.
Such people realize that it is not possible to talk about a movement for liberation if you fail to
liberate people who are incarcerated as a result of that liberation struggle. What is called into
question, therefore, is whether or not we are serious about revolution and liberation.” 
We encourage all who resonate in some way with this project to learn from and act upon the
resources below. Time to get busy. 

ADDENDUM

Political Prisoner Support Resources 
https://www.thejerichomovement.com/ 
https://filtonactionists.com/ 
https://alahrartoronto.org/solidarity-with-t-hoxha-all-hunger-strikers/ 
@freemaliknow 
@freecaseynow 
@prisoners4palestine
some bullshit: citation, “special issue of Journal of Radical Librarianship,”  Vol. 12, 2026. 91

https://www.thejerichomovement.com/
https://filtonactionists.com/
https://alahrartoronto.org/solidarity-with-t-hoxha-all-hunger-strikers/


some bullshit: citation, “special issue of Journal of Radical Librarianship,”  Vol. 12, 2026. 92



FREE THE FILTON-24!

FREE CASEY GOONAN!

FREE MALIK FARRAD MUHAMMAD!

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!

FREE, FREE PALESTINE!

GLOBALIZE THE INTIFADA!
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